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This  Issue  Features: 

 

 Principal’s Message  

 Extra Curricular Activities 

 New  Faculty 

 Hopes & Dreams Night 

 Learning  Opportunities 

 Student  Outreach  

 

Upcoming Dates: 

 

10/14 CCSD Board Meeting 

            Waterford School 

             6:00 p.m. 

10/16-17  Parent  & 

                   Student-led   

       Conferences 

10/26   PTA  Trunk or Treat 

               4:00-5:30 p.m. 

10/29  Whipple  Studio 

              School  Photos 

11/1     LI  Dancers  1:00 p.m. 

11/6     School-wide   

              Morning  Meeting 

11/11   Veterans’  Day 

              Breakfast  8:00 a.m. 

            

School  Contact  

Information 

Walden School 

135 Cahoon Farm Rd  

West Danville, VT 05873 

Tel:802-563-3000 

Fax:802-563-3030 

Liz Benoit, Principal 

lbenoit@ccsuvt.net 

Walden School News  
                    October 9, 2019 

Principal’s Message: 
 

What  a  great  start  to  the  2019-2020  school  year!  Students  
and  staff  arrived  excited  and  ready  to  learn.   

Inaugural  Issue  of  the  2019-2020  Walden School  News 

 This   year’s  inaugural  issue  of   the  Walden  School  
News  features  guest  authors   for  many  of  the  articles.         
Students  in  grades  3,4, and  5, sought  opportunities  to  write  
articles  for  a  greater  audience.  Ivy  Scott,  Bailey  Clark,          
Autumn  Dailey  and  Molly  Larrabee  are  featured  authors  in  
today’s  newsletter.  I  look  forward  to  our  continued  work   in  
publishing  this  year. 

Walden  School  Staff  Attends  In-service  Opportunity 

  There  was  no  school  for  students  on  Friday,  September  
27th ,  while  teachers  and  support  staff  from  across  the         
Caledonia  Central  Supervisory  Union    attended   in-service  
trainings  featuring  2  well-known  presenters.  Kim  Asam   facili-
tated, “Creating  Healing  Communities:  Understanding  Develop-
mental  Trauma  and  Practices  for  Resilience;  and  Marceline  
Dubose  presented,  The  Equity  Literacy  Framework.   The  pro-
fessional  development  opportunities  support  our  CCSU  focus  
of  “Belonging.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Grandparents  Attend  Grandparents’  Day  at  Walden School 

 
by 

Bailey  Clark 
Walden School hosted a special day for  grandparents on Monday, 
September 9th. Grandparents arrived  at school and had breakfast 
with their grandkids. Ms. Karen (the cook) served  fresh muffins, 
donuts, and coffee to the honored guests. Everyone in                 
attendance  had a lot of fun.                                                                    

“Thank  you,  Grandparents  for  coming!” 
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Extra  Curricular  Activities  Feature 

 

Ballet  Wolcott  is  Calling  on  YOU! 

By   

Ivy  Scott 

Ballet  Wolcott  needs  more  people  to  join  classes  for  upcoming  shows  and  events.   

The  Nutcracker,”  ballet  performance  is  coming  up  soon.   

 

The  Nutcracker  is  a  story  about  a  girl  named  Clara,  who  gets  a  nutcracker  doll  for  

Christmas.  In  the  night,  she  dreams  he  is  in  trouble  so  she  goes  to  find  him.  Clara  

finds  him  below  the Christmas  tree.  Suddenly,  something  amazing  happens.  Clara  gets  

whisked  away  to a  magical  world  where  she  meets  fairies, and  people  from  all over  

the  world.  As  the  story  unfolds, Clara becomes  friends  with  a  prince.   

 

Teachers  Brandy  Perez,  Analou  Hathaway,  Avi  Waring,  and   director,  Helene  Nilson  

work  hard  to  make  sure  students  are  successful  in  their  dancing  career.  There  are  so  

many  varieties  of  dance  classes,  they  are  sure  you  will  find  something  to  spark  your  

interest.   Don’t  miss  out!  There  is  still  time  to  get  tickets  to  the  performance  or  even  

earn  a  featured  role  in  this  holiday  classic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Molly  Larrabee  and  Ivy  Scott  prepare for  the 2018  Nutcracker performance. 
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Walden  School  Welcomes  New  Faculty 

by 

Autumn  Dailey 

Walden  School  welcomed  three new  Allied  Arts  teachers  this  year.  

             Mr.  Hight                                Mr.  Foote                            Mrs.  Dunbar          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Mr.  Hight  is  our  new  Physical  Education  and   Health  teacher.  Mr.  Hight  works  diligently  to  

help  the  students  of   Walden  School  be  safe,  respectful  and  responsible  when  they  participate  

in  PE  and   Health.  Mr.  Hight  also  helps  us  to  work  on  our  athletic  ability.  When  Mr. Hight  

was  asked  how  we can  improve  our  athletic  ability, he  responded,  “Students  can  improve  
their  muscular  strength,  endurance,  and  flexibility  by  participating   in  PE  classes.” 

 

During  a  recent  health  class,  students  learned  about  healthy  foods  and  how  they  affect  our  

bodies.  Students  also  learned  about  safe  food  handling  practices  such  as  the  proper  way  to  

handle,  store,  and  cook  meat  in  order  to  prevent  food-borne  illnesses. 

 

Band  and  Instrumental  Teacher,  Mr.  Foote,  is  shown  in  the  photo  above,  teaching  the  fine  art  

of  playing  a  saxophone.     When  asked  how  students   can  improve  their  ability  to  play  an   

instrument,  Mr. Foote  responded,  “Practice!” 

 

Mrs.  Dunbar  is  our  general  music  teacher.  She does  fun  activities  with  all  of  the students,  

Mrs.  Dunbar  introduced  new  instruments  and  musical  activities  to  students  in  each  of  the  

classes.  At  the  present  time,  she  is  getting  students  ready  for  the  Winter  Concert. 

When  Mrs.  Dunbar  was  asked,  “What  can  we  do  to  improve our  vocal  abilities?”  She    
acknowledged,  “Try your best and be focused.   If everybody tries we will do well.” 
 

Interventionist,  Miss  Bell  Joins  Walden School Teaching Staff 

By 

Ivy  Scott 

This  is  a  brief  interview  with  Miss  Bell,  who  specializes  in  math  and  

literacy instruction  with  students  of  all  ages. 

Q: “What  does  teaching  at  Walden School  mean  to  you?” 

A: “I  love  it  because  I  get  to  work  with  all  grade  levels.” 

Q: “What  do you want  others  to  know  about  Walden  School?” 

A: “It   has  amazing  kids  and  teachers. There  is  such  a  sense  of       

community.” 

Q: “How  would  you  describe  your  role  as  an  interventionist?”                      

A:  “I  work  with  students  who  have  set  goals  to  improve  skills  in  different  areas  of  study.” 

Q: “Is  there  something you  would  suggest  parents  do  to  help  their  children  succeed?” 

A:  “They  should  read  every  night  with  their  children.” 
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Hopes  &  Dreams  Night 

 

By 

 

Ivy  Scott 

 

The  Walden School  was  a  buzz  with  exhilarated  students,  family  members  and  faculty  on  the  

evening  of  Wednesday,  September  11th,  Hopes  &  Dreams  Night.  This  was  an  exciting  event,  

focused  on  the  students’  goals  for  the  year.   Parents  toured  their  child’s  homeroom and  met  with  

their  child’s  teacher(s).  The  parents  also  had  a  chance  to  identify  goals  for  their  children. 

 

Creating  goals  is  important  because  the  students  strive  to  achieve  these  goals.  This  goal  setting  

process  will  quite  likely  benefit  in  the  student  earning  solid grades  in  school.  The  practice  of  goal  

setting  and  following  through  with  a  specific  outline  can  be  useful  as  a  lifelong  skill. 

 

One  parent  remarked, “My daughter’s  goal  to  master  a  cartwheel  was  very  exciting!”   He  didn’t  

know  she  wanted  to  participate  in  gymnastics  activities.  The  Hopes  &  Dreams  Night  provided  an  

opportunity  for  several  families  to  share  these  types  of  goals. 
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Mrs.  Langmaid’s  Kindergarten Class Co-Construct  Books 

 

Kindergarten  students  co-constructed  the  texts  and  illustrated  the  story.  You  will  notice  

students  pointing  beneath  the  words   while  they  read  the  text.  This  demonstration  of  one  

to  one  correspondence  with  the  written  text,  is  an  observable  early literacy  strategy.  Adults  

model  phrased  and  intonation  while  reading  the  text.    Next,  students  read  the  text   with  

an  emphasis  on  phrased  and  fluent  reading,  modeled  by  the  adult  just  moments  before.  

The  intentional  prompting  for  this  one to  one  correspondence  as  well  as  phrased  and     

fluent  reading  is  significant  in  the  journey  of  literacy  acquisition. 

 

 

Populations  Maps:   Using  an  Efficient  Strategy  for  Determining  Large  Numbers 
 

A  population  map  is  used  to  represent  the  overall  distribution  of  population  within   

a  particular  area.   When  comparing  the  population  of  large  cities  or  states,  4th 

grade  students  estimated  populations,  at  times  rounding  to  the  nearest  100,000. 

 

One  student  explained  using  population  maps  does not  “provide  exact”  numbers. 

However,  you  can  learn  to  estimate  fairly  quickly. 

 

7th Grade  Students  Author  Poems  After  Reading  News  Articles  of  Major  Events 

After  reading  news  articles,  students  in  Mr.  Irwin’s  class  engaged  in  a 

writing  exercise  utilizing  skills  such as  annotation,  revision,  selecting  

descriptive  and  sensory  language  to   produce  a  poem.  The  students 

followed  a  specific  formula  in  order  to  produce  the  poem.  Danae 

LaMadeline  is  shown  in  the  photo  to  the  right,  editing  her  poem   

entitled,  Lake  Champlain  Mysteries. 
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Molly  Larrabee  is  seeking  donations  to  send  to  the  American  Red Cross 

 

The  American  Red Cross  is  an  organization  which  provides  many  services  to  people  in  need  

such as  disaster  relief,  lifesaving  blood  donations,  training  and certification for health safety  courses, 

International  services  delivering  aid  and  support  programs  around  the  world,  as  well  as  assisting  

military  families. 

 

One  of  the  services  the American Red  Cross  provides  is  disaster  relief.  It  is  one  of  their  most  

sought  after  benefit  among  people  in  need.  In  researching  the disaster  relief  component,  I  

learned   many  facts  one  would  not  normally  expect  to  be  associated  with  the American  Red  

Cross. 

According  to  the  American Red Cross  website,  The  American  Red Cross  About Us   

     “They  respond  to  an  average  of  more  than  62,00  disasters  every  year.”  62,000  seemed  to  be  
a  substantial  amount  of  disasters  in  a   year’s  time.  I  would  have  suspected  only  200-400         
disasters  per  year. 

 I  was  also  interested  to learn,  “95%  of  their  disaster  relief  workers  are  volunteers.”  This  
means  the  volunteer  does  not  receive  payment  for  helping  others  That is a  big  percentage  of  
people  doing  disaster  relief  work  and  not  getting  paid.  

 Another  interesting  statistic  noted  by  the American  Red Cross  is,  “90%  of  disasters  they  
respond  to  are  home  fires.”  This  surprised  me  because  I  thought  the American Red  Cross  would  
need  to  respond  to  more  large-scale  disasters  such  as  hurricanes,  tornados,  etc.. 

 I  am  collecting  monetary  donations  to  support  the American Red  Cross  disaster  relief       
efforts.  Consider  volunteering  your  time  and  energy  to  support  a  local  or  national  organization  
whose  mission  is  helping  others. 

   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please visit the school website: walden.ccsuvt.net 
Thank you for your continued support of your children’s education. 

 

https://www.redcross.org/about-us/our-work/disaster-relief.html

